










Thank you! 45th Anniversary 
Gala a Success!

In the elegant surroundings of the Serbian Ambassador’s Residence, 

the ISP community gathered on February 13th to celebrate the 45 years of 

excellence at the school. Guests were greeted with a glass of champagne, 

offered delicious and copious hors d’oeuvres, and enjoyed dancing to a 

lively DJ.

But most importantly, this Gala funded all of the items from our teach-

ers’ wish lists due to our generous sponsors, profits from ticket sales and 

pledges, and the live auction. The items listed on this page will be used to 

enrich students’ education at ISP. 

Our international  

community celebrating 

ISP’s 45th Anniversary.

Top: Dr. Nadrljanski

Bottom: Computed 

tomography of the 

human brain.

My career as a physician is not a typical 

one, but nothing in my life has ever been typ-

ical, predictable or boring! 

After graduating from the University of 

Belgrade School of Medicine in Serbia, I went 

to Milan, Italy and continued my postgradu-

ate education in Piedmont, where I completed  

my Master’s degree.  Now, I am in the process of 

preparing a database for my PhD Dissertation. 

I am currently employed at the National 

Cancer Research Institute in Belgrade, at the 

Department of Diagnostic Radiology, deal-

ing with sophisticated diagnostic procedures 

like computer tomography, used for regular 

follow-ups of cancer patients. 

My interests also cover clinical trials, 

which evaluate tumor response to new medi-

cines or protocols being tested, as I was pre-

viously at the National Drug Agency as the 

expert for the evaluation of clinical trials. 

This is an incredibly important task: to con-

clude whether, based on the results of the 

trials, one drug should be placed on the mar-

ket or not. This was a challenge – but I like 

challenges and my devotion to scientific and 

ethical principles helped me make the right 

decisions! Although I am currently employed 

at the National Cancer Research Institute, I 

never actually lost the connection with my 

previous job. The unique experience that I 

gained during those years of work ranked me 

among the external experts in the region so 

that, last summer, I had the honor of being 

hired by the World Health Organization 

(WHO) to train my colleagues in Montenegro. 

Every day, I bring my knowledge in radiol-

ogy, clinical medicine, methodology of clini-

cal trials and regulatory-based orientation 

together with the use of modern IT technol-

ogies. Physicians, particularly radiologists, 

are not merely describers of the pictures 

they get from sophisticated machines, but 

are active contributors to the patient’s well-

being by combining knowledge from many 

different fields of science. In my opinion, 

the credo for 21st century physicians should 

be to get a proper education in medicine, 

including the biomedical disciplines, as well 

as in technology, in order to do the most for 

their patients. 

My multidisciplinary approach and ori-

entation in science dates back to the early 

nineties and to the unforgettable period 

I spent at ISP. At ISP I became fully aware 

that a good knowledge of foreign languages 

and a great database of adequate resources 

(which in those days was across the Seine at 

the American Library of Paris)—together with 

the team of classmates engaged in the real-

ization of the same goals and the enormous 

support from the teachers—led to the obvi-

ous results. These particular achievements 

widened our vision and horizons while we 

were still teenagers! I often say that if you 

give your children an adequate model and 

teach them how to think and how to properly 

use available resources, you give them the 

whole world; whether they work to realize 

their potential or not, depends on their own 

ambitions and strength! 

Multidisciplinary Approach to 
Medicine & Science 
Mirjan Nadrljanski, MD, MSc, ISP Class of 1993
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Primary School
• �Rosetta Stone software for ESL 

& French language learning 

• �150 French books for  

the library 

• �20 cameras for classroom  

use and field trips 

• �A tool box/bench for the 

Ranelagh garden 

• �Two interactive white boards 

for French & music

Secondary School
Science
• �An autoclave which sterilizes 

glassware so that, for the first 

time, micro-biology can be 

taught at ISP

• �A sensitive electronic balance 

with milligram precision

• �A microwave transmitter/

receiver to teach wave 

phenomena 

The Arts
• �10 educational videos for 

the new IB Diploma Drama 

program 

• �Sony Handycam Camcorder 

HDR-SR12 

• �Printing press for the 

Secondary School Art Room

Design Technology
• �Sony Handycam Camcorder 

HDR-SR12 

• �Field trip to a packaging plant 

for the IB students 

Language
• �Guest speakers to work with 

students in writing workshops 

• �Rosetta Stone software for 

ESL and French students 

• �Set of headphones for an 

entire ESL class 

• �Production costs of the 

Literary Magazine

Technology
• 10 laptops 

• �20 cameras for classroom  

use and field trips



It is very obvious, when speaking with Ms. 

Lavalle, that she loves her job. 

Since 1999 she has played a pivotal role 

in developing and sustaining the Science 

Department at ISP’s Secondary School. As 

the lab assistant to all science teachers on 

the Beethoven Campus, she ensures that the 

biology, chemistry, physics and environmen-

tal science laboratories are safe places in 

which to teach and learn.

Ms. Lavalle began her career as an AIDS 

researcher, but quickly found the daily rou-

tine too isolating and boring. She says that 

she “missed the human contact. Here I am 

never bored, and each new teacher brings 

along new ideas, approaches and dynamics 

to the science team.” ISP’s science teach-

ers and students depend on Ms. Lavalle to 

mix the right chemicals, to prepare and set 

up the right lab equipment, and to make 

sure that the budget is planned to accom-

modate all the scientific needs for the year. 

As French law is very strict, she must also 

fill out forms for each chemical mixture she 

creates, and then make sure that these are 

stored properly and securely.

“In 1999, there were two science labs at 

the Secondary School: one in 6 rue Beethoven 

and one in 7 rue Chardin. Now, we have five 

labs between the two buildings.” In addition, 

the increased budget and new sophisticated 

equipment have made our science program 

“the envy of many other schools!”

Ms. Lavalle especially loves being involved 

with the students. She enjoys working one-

on-one with grade 10 students on their per-

sonal projects, and is a founding member of 

ISP’s Humanitarian Project in Namibia. “I like 

finding connections to science in everything 

ISP does, from Eco-Ecole to the Namibia Trip. 

This spring, in Namibia, we will be developing 

and teaching a science project to the children 

in the village, using what they see around 

them as a natural entry point to the teaching 

of science.” 

As a great role model to girls who are think-

ing of careers in science, Ms. Lavalle hopes 

that she can encourage all ISP students to pur-

sue an active interest in the sciences and to 

“become happy and responsible adults.” 

Making the Right Mix
Marie-Cyrille Lavalle, Lab Assistant

Ms. Lavalle 

Secondary School 

science teachers: 

(clockwise from bottom 

left)  Mr. Beardsell, Mr. 

Hughes, Mr. Adedapo, 

Ms. Lavalle, Ms. Martini, 

Mr. Smulders. (Not 

pictured:  Mr. McMillan, 

Ms. Boyce, and Ms. 

Deane.)
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