
 
 

  

                   

                   

                   

                   

                   

                   

                   

                

                   

                   

                   

                   

                

 

  

During our previous sustainable develop-

ment trips, we have renovated a school in 

Namibia. Following this, we built an IT 

classroom and a library, and participated in 

a construction work of an orphanage, to 

meet the needs of the inhabitants in Tafi 

Atome, a village in the South-eastern Volta 

region of Ghana. These projects have also 

been opportunities for exchange: we learn 

various building techniques from the local 

population, while providing information on 

AIDS prevention, malaria, waste manage-

ment and recycling. We also transmit what 

we have learned in school to the children 

of the village, from primary to high school 

levels, teaching mostly science to the older 

students. We cleaned a large part of the 

surrounding forest, improving the living 

conditions of wildlife and the local commu-

nity.  Two years ago however, due to the 

spread of the Ebola virus, the Sustainable 

Development team headed to Costa Rica 

with much of the same goals being 

achieved after which Tafi Atome was back 

as the destination for the project. This year 

is the finalization of what has been does all 

these years. 

What have we accomplished? 
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Our experiences 

“My name is Alexis Roman and I graduated 
from ISP in 2013. I have undertaken two hu-

manitarian projects at ISP, the first one in Na-

mibia and the second in Ghana. If I could say 
one thing about these trips, I would say that it 

has been an amazing experience and I wish for 
every student at ISP to experience it. It is, with-

out a doubt, a life-changing experience. During 
these two trips, I have learned to work with 

people, be independent and, most of all, and be 

caring. I have previously lived for ten years in 
Africa, but these trips have truly helped me to 

open up to the world and to understand differ-
ent cultures. I am grateful I have had the op-

portunity to gain this experience."  

Alexis, Class of 2013 
Namibia 2011 and Ghana 2012 

"This experience in Ghana was incredible. We 
met so many different people and we helped 

the villagers build the new computer lab; it was 
hard work but we achieved our goal. I will never 

forget what happened over there, and I was 

very touched by the sincerity and peacefulness 
of the people. We had lots of fun playing with 

the children.  

This was also a very good experience of work-

ing in a team. Even though it was hard to 

“think” as a group at the beginning, I think we 
were a pretty solid group at the end of the trip. 

The best part was the last week when we had a 
tour of Ghana. It was very relaxing after two 

weeks of hard work. 

I liked this trip so much that I am coming back 
next year for sure."  

Laetitia, Class of 2014 
Ghana 2012 and 2013 
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What we do and why 

We launched this project in order to help people 

in the developing countries of West Africa, 
Ghana in particular. We want to have a positive 

impact and make a difference in the education of 

those who are most deprived. 

We do not donate money to local charitable or-

ganizations. Instead, we develop local micro-pro-
jects. We have set up, for example, a sewing 

studio, by providing sewing machines and mate-
rials and introducing basic company manage-

ment principles. Today, we are proud to see 

three people gainfully employed in this fully 
functioning company, whose activities will con-

tinue after our departure.  

In contributing to sustainable development pro-

jects, we hope to have a meaningful experience 

and to build a spirit of friendliness and solidarity 
that go beyond the boundaries of politics, reli-

gion, race or geography.   

We will interact with the village children and dis-

cover other cultures; we will share our skills and 
varied knowledge, play with them and create un-

forgettable friendships. We will also provide the 

village with a lot of necessary items. Further-
more, we will raise awareness of certain dis-

eases such as AIDS and malaria and the im-
portance of personal hygiene, in order to help 

the people become more conscious of basic 

health issues. 

This trip will help us become more independent: 

we must learn and understand how to live in a 
small community, such as Tafi Atome, by cook-

ing our own meals, doing our own laundry and 

adapting to an environment without running wa-
ter and electricity. This will be new and challeng-

ing for us. 

 
 
We have participated in sustainable develop-

ment projects for the past ten years. After 
Namibia, Costa Rica and Ghana again, we 

wanted to complete the project in Ghana.  
 

For the economic part of the project, we will 
work towards long-term employment for the 

people in the village by studying their needs 

and aspirations, and the feasibility of the pro-
jects. 

 
For the environmental aspect, we will be 

working at a monkey sanctuary, clearing the 

forest of plastic in order to prevent pollution 
and disease. We will also learn about the im-

portance of monkeys in the village, both in 
terms of ecotourism and biodiversity.  

 
We will participate in classroom teaching, 

sharing the skills we have obtained through 

the IB programs and helping to prepare the 
students for a better future. We will also hold 

workshops to raise awareness about AIDS 
among teenagers. All of these aspects and 

actions aim to have both a short and long-

term impact.  

 
 
 Build an orphanage, giving children with-

out a guardian in the village an oppor-
tunity to have a home. Having a home is 

an important part of growing up 

properly, as is being around people of 
the same age. 

 Teach the children on subjects such as 

languages and mathematics. We will be 
faced with providing the teachers with 

new methods for educating and giving 

the children an opportunity to learn in 
new ways. We are ready for this! 

 

Who are we? 

We are a team of students from the Interna-

tional School of Paris, between 14 and 17 

years old. Our school has been engaged in 

helping the community of Tafi Atome in Ghana 

for five years, to finish the development of an 

orphanage. This project aims to give the chil-

dren of the village access to a home and better 

learning opportunities. 

Between September and June, we will be rais-

ing funds by organizing school events, such as 

a gala for students and parents, bake sales, 

school dances, and movie nights. To make the 

project successful, every team member is ex-

pected to raise at least 700 Euros through per-

sonal fundraising, which can be achieved 

through various activities, such as babysitting, 

dog walking, tutoring, selling branded sweat-

shirts, and much more. 

As our parents will be paying for the travel, all 

the money collected through our efforts will be 

used for the project, such as construction ma-

terials. In preparation of this project, we will 

gain a sense of community and team spirit, 

knowledge about a different country and cul-

ture, while at the same time improving our or-

ganization skills for our main goal of sustaina-

ble development. We will ourselves become 

citizens of the world.   

Our project 

Our goals 
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